
RICHMOND TOWN BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING AND
BUDGET WORKSHOP

RICHMOND TOWN HALL
8690 MAIN STREET

HONEOYE, NY 14471
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011/ 7:00 PM

Present:
Council Member Gary Hubble
Council Member Stephen Barnhoorn
Council Member Thomas Gendreau
Council Member John Chrisman
Supervisor Ralph Angelo

43 Residents and guests.

7:00 PM

Supervisor Angelo opened the Public hearing for the proposed Shetler Road water District 
Extension No. 1, East Lake Road.

Paul Chatfield of Chatfield Engineering explained the process required to form a water district 
extension. This includes:

• Preliminary Study
• Public Information meeting
• Form Water District
• NYS Comptrollers Approval
• Grants
• Low interest loans
• Contract Documents
• Approvals and Easements
• Bidding Phase
• Construction Phase
• Project Closeout
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The Town has completed the Preliminary Study, the Public Information Meeting, and is now in 
Forming the Water District phase.

The extension begins at Oxford Street and heads south to Wesley Road. Because it will cost above 
$685 per year to the average user, the full application needs to be completed and approved by the 
state Comptroller. This can take 4 to 12 months.

Regarding grants, this project would not meet grant requirements at this time.
It would likely fall into a loan program, USDA Rural Development is the best opportunity for a 
low interest loan. The numbers presented are estimated on the high side, costs would come down 
with a lower interest rate.

Another possible finance route is Municipal Bonds.

Construction is the fastest part of the project.

With the completion of this project, 342 residences would have use of water flowing at 750 gallons 
per minute, good fire hydrant flows with hydrants every 600 feet.

There are 365 buildable properties within this district.

Total project cost is $3,740,350.

 



RICHMOND TOWN BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING AND
BUDGET WORKSHOP

RICHMOND TOWN HALL
8690 MAIN STREET

HONEOYE, NY 14471
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011/ 7:00 PM

Attorney Russ Kenyon explained the options for either a permissive referendum or a mandatory 
referendum. He also explained that voters must be listed on the deed of their property, an owner 
gets one vote regardless of how many properties are owned. If a property is a corporation or LLC, 
regardless of the number of people within the corporation, the corporation receives one vote. 
Absentee ballots are not permitted by law but Attorney Kenyon is looking into the exceptions to 
this so they may be permitted.

A resident  asked about voting requirements. He also wanted to know about the petition that 
allowed some residents to be left out of the project as well as the possibility of deleting a point 
from within the project.

Mr. Chatfield stated that if the project is decreased, there will be a problem with funding.  
Excluding homes in the middle of the project allows them to have fire protection they are not 
paying for.

The resident pointed out that the cost to the district is not 3 million dollars, it is 8 or 9 million 
dollars. 

Mr. Chatfield stated that he is just providing the information, it may be analyzed differently by 
different people.

Resident John Englert from Hamilton Point asked if the comptroller’s office could be petitioned?

Mr.  Chatfield said the comptroller is going to look at all the factors of the project, it is their job to 
examine it and approve or reject the project.

There was a question about turning water off and on for seasonal customers and the cost associated 
with this. Water Superintendent Jeff Miller  said there is now frost protection to eliminate the need 
for seasonal turnoffs which cost $50 per year.
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Paul Walter of the Camp Buffalo tract read from a document signed by the residents of Camp 
Buffalo. He asked about grants, when the last income study was done, and stated he had never 
been approached for a study.

Mr. Chatfield said that the numbers are taken from the census.

Mr. Walter believes it is unfair and an illegal issue that each resident of Camp Buffalo 
cannot have a vote.
A resident of the same area addressed the board and Mr. Walter stating they do not 
want to opt out of the project or to be included in the group of people Mr. Walters is 
speaking about.

Another resident from Burns Point asked if there is any impact to the existing water 
supply.
Mr. Chatfield said the system will be able to handle additional flow.
He was asked out of 360 properties how many are seasonal and how many are year 
round. Mr. Chatfield said more are seasonal. He explained that the annual cost for a 
seasonal resident decreases but the debt service is the same.

Larry Kuhn from Homestead Lane is in favor of the water project because there have 
been so many issues with unusable water from the lake like toxic algae, and bad 
wells. He compared the issues raised by the camp Buffalo residents to the sewer 
project. They did not pay sewer bills we paid the sewer bills. The sewer cost is 
escalating. The cost in this water project is fixed and will always be this cost or less.

A resident spoke because he is a cottage owner plus he owns an empty lot. He 
wondered if he would only get one vote because he owns two properties. Mr. Chatfield 
said that yes, he would only get one vote but the debt service on the vacant lot would 
be assessed at a quarter. If the lot is not buildable it would not be included at all.

Dan Lalonde of Deyo Drive said that the last couple of years he had to stop using his 
water August 1. It is time to have good water that is safe brought into our houses. 
Canadice has passed their Water District and it is surprising to him that people are 
willing to take the risk of bringing bad water into their homes. 10 years down the road 
people who are not willing now to buy into the district, will then decide they want to 
hook in. That is not fair and equitable.
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Mr. Chatfield said there are so many fixed costs it would make it impractical if there 
was additional cost later. There is no requirement to hook into the water; the obligation 
is to the debt service.

A resident asked if he could petition the state comptroller before the vote.

Mr. Chatfield stated they have a review process not a pre-approval process.

7:56 PM

He added that these are the highest interest numbers; a difference in interest rates 
could make $100 difference in the cost.
Rural Development is the option we would hope for. It is the board's responsibility to 
give us the best financing option. One of their towns got a 4.2% interest rate on a 
Municipal Bond project. It is better to set our sights on a higher level and pay less 
when it comes in lower.

Paul Walters asked if we could attach the debt service to the water used instead of the 
taxes.

Bob from Deyo Drive said that when he went out to pull the water line it was full of 
zebra mussels. They have been in his pump as well. It is time to have a quality water 
system. He pays taxes into other districts. He has no children and he still has to pay 
school taxes. He will vote for the water.
He wanted to know if he could pay his debts service all at once up front without 
interest.
Mr. Chatfield said that is something the town would have to look into; he did not know if 
it is feasible.

John Morsheimer said that most roads and access lines are on private property and 
wanted to know what the plan was to access them.

Mr. Chatfield that that we are providing water service to each property. If the property 
doesn't have access to East Lake Rd., we would have to get an easement.

The resident asked what the process is for that.
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A  map that describes the access would be created; an attorney would put that 
together. It would then be recorded.

What if the property owner doesn't sign?

The eminent domain process would have to be implemented by the Town. The Town 
does have the right to do that.

The resident would like a little more clarification on two properties/one vote. 

If one property is vacant it counts as a quarter. If it's not buildable, it doesn't count at all. 

If 50% of the residents in the project do not hook up how does it affect the income 
numbers?

Mr. Chatfield stated it doesn't because revenue is on the operation and maintenance 
side of the equation not the debt service.

8:10 PM

A resident asked about eminent domain. The water line is down in the ground five feet. 
Who is responsible for repairing the broken electrical lines, sewer lines, and cable 
lines in the ground?

There would be a stake-out. This is the responsibility of the contractor but we would do 
our best job to provide the information so this does not happen.

When the line that goes down East Lake Rd. is put in, will there be improvements to 
the road?
No, this is not part of the project. There would be repairs if necessary.

A resident asked the board if they have thought about this, about putting in a bicycle 
lane or a safe walking lane along East Lake Rd.

Supervisor Angelo stated that he recently spoke to a senator regarding this type of 
improvement.

A resident asked about having natural gas put in at the same time as water.
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Water Superintendent Jeffrey Miller stated that this is a public project, gas is a private 
project. The water and gas lines would never go in the same ditch, because it is 
unsafe. It would be a long drawn out process to get National Fuel involved.

Supervisor Angelo asked if anyone else would like to speak.

Council Member Hubble thanked everyone for their comments.
Council Member Barnhoorn asked everyone to remember that what sparked the water 
interest was the algae bloom back in 2010. He considers this a public health issue and 
is in favor of mandatory referendum.
Council Member Chrisman heard all lot about “fair and equitable” from the residents, a 
lot of people that are seasonal should keep in mind that people that live there year 
round deal with the water issues year round. That fact is not fair and equitable. There 
is never going to be a truly fair and equitable vote in all of this. It will go to a vote, and 
hopefully there will be absentee ballots. He is in support of this as well as a mandatory 
referendum.

Supervisor Angelo closed the public hearing.
8:20 PM

There was a short break.

8:36 PM

Budget Workshop 
 
9 Residents and guests

Supervisor Angelo called the Budget Workshop to order.

He stated we have less revenue than originally expected, which requires us to make 
more cuts.

Bookkeeper Diane Arena pointed out line item A5132.4 has the biggest increase. 
There was discussion of this line item and the school rent for the Highway Garage.
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Council Member Barnhoorn read a letter from Barbara Overfield stating we owe 
$32,000 between now and the end of the year.

There was discussion regarding the school and the Highway Garage.

There was discussion regarding the Recreation Department and any cuts that could 
be made there. Council Member Chrisman questioned that when the beach is closed 
why we need to have people on duty. He hoped we were not paying people because 
they are college kids and they need the money.

Council Member Gendreau stated when the beach is closed for water quality in other 
places, there are no lifeguards but Sheriff's patrol those areas.

The board looked at the library request for a  3% increase in funding, Supervisor 
Angelo had put in 2% percent. The Rotary is not funding them anymore, it will be left 
alone.

They looked at celebrations; $5000 for fireworks, and $3000 for performances.

There was discussion on cutting back on fireworks or cutting them out completely. 
Council Member Hubble wanted to know the projected fund balance number he knew 
what we were trying to reach.
There was discussion about doing the override for the 2% tax. At this point, 9 of the 
surrounding towns are overriding the tax cap.

Council Member Chrisman asked Superintendent Miller about the potted plants at 
$1800. Are there ways we could cut back, for example only one hanger on each pole? 
Council Member Chrisman believes all of this should be on the table. There was more 
discussion regarding things that could be cut.

The discussion returned to the Highway Department, the salt and sand storage 
buildings, parking lot paving, lights on the bridge, and other items.

Highway Superintendent Tom Fleig stated he took Truck 1 out of his budget as well as 
the mower. There was discussion about encumbering money and the potential costs 
for Wesley Road.
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9:27 PM

Council Member Chrisman asked about the dump truck and discussion began about 
the rotational schedule of equipment.

There was discussion regarding sales tax, appropriating money for future purchases in 
the Highway Department, the equipment that was already taken out of the Highway 
Department budget, and more.

Supervisor Angelo asked Bookkeeper Arena to go through the figures and come back 
next Monday.

Council Member Chrisman began discussion regarding adding another person to the 
Highway Department's staff with the intent of reducing the overtime. We spend $20-
$30,000 a year in overtime. After more discussion the conclusion was that we cannot 
afford to put another person on at this time.
Highway Superintendent Fleig was asked about erosion control and the $30,000 
budgeted for this. There was discussion about the work that needs to be done in the 
Creek as well as the parking lot.

10:01 PM

Supervisor Angelo asked what the Board would like to do regarding raises. There was 
more discussion about this, no decision was made. There was also discussion about 
increasing the water rate. Supervisor Angelo asked Superintendent Miller to get all of 
his water information for the next meeting.

The next budget workshop will be Monday, October 10, 2011 at 7PM.

Council Member Barnhoorn motioned to adjourn the Budget Workshop. 
Council Member Hubble 2nd.
All in favor. 
Meeting adjourned.
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Respectfully Submitted,

___________________________________________________________________________
Linda A. Grace, Richmond Town Clerk October 3, 2011


